
Individuals with COVID-19 related symptoms Contacts, Travelers from high prevalence area, 

Health care professionals with high risk of 

exposure 

Clinical indication Epidemiological indication

Non-hospitalized Hospitalized

• mild symptomatic cases

• test indication by GP 

• home isolation

• cases with increasing symptom 

severity

• test indication by doctors from 

infectology wards and ICU  

• isolation in health care 

institution

SARS-CoV-2 nucleic acid amplification testing on qRT-PCR platform

Epidemiology report  

with public health 

officer

Negative test result

• Repeat testing after 48 hours

• Check for the presence of other potential pathogens

Positive test result

• Confirmational PCR test 

• Quarantine

• Follow-up of symptoms 

Sample collection 

Nasopharyngeal and oropharyngeal specimen

Ventilated patients: lower respiratory tract specimen

Anamnestic documentation for COVID-19 exposure

The algorithm for SARS-CoV-2 polymerase chain reaction (PCR) testing


