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FIGURE S1 | SEM BSE images of a cross-sectioned fragment of a gilded semicircular diadem
completely mineralised (tomb T15 of a young warrior, Sipan). The image on the right is the
magnification of the area evidenced by a yellow rectangle. The BSE SEM image on the right allows to
measure the thickness of the gilding layer that in this area ranges from 2 to 3 um.
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FIGURE S2 | BSE FE-SEM image of the cross-sectioned fragment of the nariguera F4-03 (tomb of
the Lady of Cao) taken in the silvered area (head of the animal on the left, see Figure 4).

FIGURE S3 | Optical images of the nariguera F4-03 from the tomb of the Lady of Cao showing the
colour change at the interface between the “gold” and the “silver” areas.



