[bookmark: _GoBack]TABLE S1. Sample sizes of bacterial community of ileum and caecum of laying hens, successfully amplified in  Illumina MiSeq platform, at different sampling times. In parentheses, sample size before amplification.

	
	Day 40
	
	Day 76
	

	
	Control
	Treatment
	
	Control
	Treatment
	Total

	Ileum
	5 (5)
	9 (10)
	
	4 (5)
	9 (10)
	27

	Caecum
	5 (5)
	8 (10)
	
	4 (5)
	10 (10)
	27



